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TO HIS 
ROYAL HIGHNES s 


V 


D U K E. or Y O R K AND ALBANY, 
EARL or ULSTER, 
| KNIGHT COMPANION or Tuz MOST NOBLE 
ORDER or Tu: GAR T ER. | 
REAR ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE SQUADRON 
OF HIS MAJEST Ve FLEET, 
And ONE or HIS MAJESTY's MOST HONOURABLE 
| PRIVY COUNCIL; 
Tus FOLLOWING POEM 
I 8, ee 
BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS' PERMISSION, 
Wir THE UTMOST RESPECT AND DUTY, 
IN SCHINED 
By ufs ROYAL HIGHNES Ss 
MOST DEVOTED, 
MOST OBEDIENT; 
| Any MOST HUMBLE SERVANT, 


WILLIAM FALCONER. 
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Arn 


AD VERTISEME NT. 
H E Author of this Poem thinks it neceſlary to acquaint the Pub- 
lic, that it was not his firſt Intention to ſwell the Work with ſo 
many Notes; to avoid which he propoſed to refer his Readers to any of 
the modern Dictionaries, which he might find moſt proper for ex- 
plaining the ſea-phraſes, occaſionally mentioned in the Poem; but upon 


ſtrict Examination, finding moſt of them deficient in the technical 


Terms expreſſed there, he could not recommend them, without for- 
feiting his claim to the Capacity aſſumed in the Title Page, of which 


he is much more tenacious than of his Character as a Poet. 


Canto II. Line 4, read South-Weſt. 
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IT Propoſal of the poem— --Invocation——-Apology -Reference - _ - 
from the MUSES to MEMORY ; her ornaments, - - emblems and attri- 1 
butes Addreſs to her, as a Goddeſs: She relates the ſtory— | | 
A ſhip bound from Ægypt to Venice, touches at Crete or. Candia— . - 
| Compariſon of the ancient and modern condition of that iland— _ +: 
+ Miſery and Barrenneſs of the adjacent Cyclades——Secaſon of the 
year——S6veral prognoſtics of a Storm——Veſlel departs from the 
Port in light and tranſient breezes——-Morning— Sunriſe—— 1 . 
Operation of an azimuth——A ſhoal of dolphins; beauty of a 
dying dolphin——lIncreaſe and direction of the Gale—— — Deſcrip- Rh, : 
= tion of the ſhore of Crete as the Ship paſſes——A nero | „ 
Cauſe of its riſe Approach cauſe and effects of its fall— | * 
Wind freſhens— Sail ſhortened—— View. of the grove that con- =” I 
rained the temple of Jupiter——His charafter——Porpoiles—— 1 : | 
Saale continues to riſe——TFopſails recfed——Appearatice of x af 3 


I | a | : 4 Spado. 
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And deign a ray of your Promethean fire! 


1 . 
ON R O E M. 


H ILE! jarring int'reſts wake the world to arms, 
And fright the peaceful plains, with fierce alarms * 
While Neptune hears Britannia's Thunders roll 

In vengeance, o'er the deep, from pole to pole: 

Declining martial ſtrains and hoſtile rage, 

An unknown Author treads th' Aönian ſtage 3 

Far other lays of fad Diſtreſs to fing. 
Than ever trembled on the lyric ſtring: 

To paint a fcene, the MusEs never knew; 

A ſcene, where never Phocian laurel grew :. 
Where adverſe elements dire conflict wage. 
And ſwelling (urges brave the Tempeft's rage 
Where Dangers, in one ſad ſucceſſton, rife, 
And Hope immers' in prefent Anguiſh lies. 

Ye ever- tuneful Nine ! whoſe ſacred lyres 

Bid vernal groves reſound with heavenly choirs ; 
bn golden viols, fraught with endleſs Fame, 
Arts, Arms, and Heroes to all ſpace proclaim * 
Or to ſoft ſounds, in ſofter notes, expreſs 
The variegated pang of deep diftreſs : 
Amid the mournful tales of plaintive woe, 
That, from your harps, in on en flow ; 
To nautic ſtrains th* untutor'd ſong inſpire ! 


fate, in lively ſorrow, to deplore, 
Of wanders ſhipwreck'd on a leeward ſhore. 


Alas 1 unheeded by th' Abnian Train, 
"Their N preſence I implore in vain, 


· — hood 
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20 


N 

Ah! will they leave Pieria's flow'ry vales, 

To viſit frowning ſkies and ruthleſs gales? 

Where dreadful ſurges roll beneath the ſtorm, 

And horrid tempeſts all the deep deform : 

With them perpetual harmony remains, 

While endleſs Diſcord fills theſe dire domains. 

Unknown to Pho Bus or the ſacred Nine, 

Too bold, the Youth approaches Delpho' ſhrine 

Doom d, far oh far! from Phocis' happy ſhore, 

The vaſt and trackleſs deep to wander o'er : 

Alternate change of climates has he known, 

And felt the fierce extremes of either zone; 

Where arctic ſtorms congeal eternal ſnow, 

Or aequinoctial Suns intenſely glow. 355 
'Thro' Poland, Denmark, Nerway he has ſtray d, 

And Sweden, France, and Ruflia each ſurvey'd; 

His wand'ring ſteps have preſs'd Iberian ſtrands, 

And Greece, and Italy's delightful lands 

Nor left untrod the Tagus golden fands : 

He oft has track d the burning Lybian foil; 

And view'd the fruitful margin of the Nile; > 

The fertile plains of either Aſia ſeen ; 

And of America, the wide domain, 

From where th' Atlantic laſhes Labrador, 

To where Peruvian ſurges loudly roar ; | 

From where fam'd Sidon, on Phoenicia's plain, 

Stoops her proud neck beneath the Turkiſh chain ; 

To where the Iſthmus, lav'd by adverſe _ 

Atlantic and Pacific ſeas * 


Ha: - 


36 


33 


40 


30 


But 


60 K0 


But while ks meaſur d o'er tht unbounded race, 
In Fortune's vaſt illimitable chace, 


Adverſity, companion of his way! + 
Purſu'd his weary ſteps, with iron ſway : 
Bid new diſtreſſes ev'ry inſtant grow, 


Marking each change of place, with change of: woe, 
Tn regions where th ALmicuTyY's ſcourging Hand 


With raging peſtilence, afflicts the land; | 
Where winged deaths, in dreadful myriads, fly, 

And fierce contagion taints the morbid ſky : - 

Or where pale famine blaſts the hopeful year, 

Diffuſing want and miſery ſevere ; 

Her gnawing worms corrode the human breaſt; 

And multiply the pangs of the diitreſs'd : 

Or forming o er the deep th' imbattl'd line, 

Where hoſtile Ships in dire commotion join A 

While dying victims agonize in pain, | 

And fierce Deſtruction lords it o'er the main. 

Such adverſe fate, in early youth indur'd, 

The orient dawn of mental day obſcur' d; 

Each vivid paſſion of the ſoul, ſuppreſt, 

And quench'd the kindling ardor of the breaſt : 

Then cenſure not ſevere th' unvaunted ſong ! + 

Tho' jarring ſounds the lab'ring verſe prolong, : 

Tho' terms uncouth ſhou'd ftrike th' offended car, 

For fake of truth, the yncouth meaſures bear 

No laurel wreaths he aſks, nor does he claim 
To ſtand recorded in the rolls of Fame: 

The Muss aid he ſupplicates no more; 

But truſts alone to MEMRY's ample ſtore. 


60 
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Upborn from earth, the light 1 IDEA ſprings, 
Cleaving ſmooth air, on intellectual wings: 
The ſacred groves of Phocis hovers o'er, 
Caſtalian vales and fam'd Boeötia's ſhore ; 
Corinthian and Athenian plains deſcries, 

And oer the dreadful, feene of Shipwreck flies, 
Then, back recoiling from the diſmal ſight, 

For tall Colonne ſhe directs her flight; 

Where marble columns, by rude Time defactd, 

In order, on the lofty cape are plac'd ; on 

That, now o'er-grown with moſs, did once ſuſtain, 
In antient times, TRIToNIA's facred fane; 


And, hence the name, the neighb'ring fields retain * 


Where, high in clouds, its topmoſt cliff i is rear d, 

Array'd in robes divine, a Nymph appear'd: 

Penſive her look, around her heavenly head 

A radiant orb of lucid glory play d: 

Her ſpacious wings were dipt in iris bow, 
Where various hues in rich profuſion glow: 

In her right hand, an ample roll ſhe held, 

Where all Antiquity ſtood forth reveal d, 

With ev'ry wiſe and noble art of Man, 

Since firſt the circling hours their eourſe began; 

Her left, a ſilver wand erected bore, | 

Whoſe magic touch diſpells Oblivion's pow'r : . 

At fight of her, the ſable Goddeſs ſhrinks, 

And all her deadly efficacy ſinks. 

Borne on ſeraphic wings along the ſkies, 

Swift o'er th' immenſity of ſpace ſhe flies; 
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Unknown 


%% 
Unknown effects, to her deciſive law 
| Referr'd, all hence their juſt concluſions draw : 2 
To things long paſt, a ſecond date ſhe gives, 
And hoary Time, from her, freſh youth receives: 
Coeval with, and ſiſter of bright FAME, 
She ſhares her pow'r, and Mzm'y is her name. 
On the yet-roaring flood her eyes were caſt, 
Reflecting on the fatal Shipwreck paſt. | 
Soon as IPEA had the Goddeſs ſeen, 
She, conſcious of her form, -and Cale mien, 
The well-known viſion, inſtant recollects, 
And thus ſubmiſlive, her addreſs dire. 
O! elder daughter of primeval Time! 
By whom tranſmitted down, in ev'ry clime, 
Annals of ages long elaps'd, are known, 
And blazon'd glories ſpread from zone to zone; 
Who, from thy airy height, ſo late haſt been. 
| Spetatreſs of this melancholy ſcene; 


Say! whence this ruin'd wreck ? and whither Sealy BF 


And, whence theſe lifeleſs victims irew'd. around ? 
What dire diſtreſs was felt? what tempeſt blew ? - 
And of what Nation were the hapleſs Crew ? 

She ceas'd, and ſaw her modeſt ſuit prevail; 
And Mzm'sy thus began the piteous tale. 


1 E Ship, whoſe ruins lie diſpers'd 53 
From Alexandria came, to Venice bound: 
Of fam'd Britannia, were the fated Crew, _ 
And, from that iſle, her name the Veſſel drew: 


420 


125 


130 


133 


140 


Occaſion 


67) 


Occaſion calbd to touch at Candia's ſhore, 


The haven enter with a proſp'rous gale, 

Diſpatch their commerce, and prepare to ſail. 
Eternal Powers! what havoc, waſte, and ſpoil 

Have .various conqueſts made in Candia's ile! 

This region, in antiquity ſo fam d, 

Whom circling realms with admiration nam d, 

How loſt, how fallen are its natives now ah 

To Ottomans imperious yoke they bow, 

Whoſe breaſts did once with gen'rous ardor glow :. 

But ſmiling Plenty ſtill adorns her fields, 

The ſoil, corn, wine, and wax and olives yields TT 

The copious produce of her fertile -plains- 

The neighb'ring Cyclades' around maintains: 

Sharp Penury afflicts theſe wretched iſles, 

There Hope ne er dawns,. Proſperity ne er ſmiles : 

Theſe eyes have ſeen, while famiſh'd babes complain, 

The barren ſoil a ſev'nth year till'd in vain : 

No lovely Helens grace the wretched ſhore, 

Or Cytherea's rival Gods adore ; - 

No fair Penelopes attract the eye, 

For whom contending Kings were proud to die: 

No blooming cheeks, that ſhame the roſy morn, 

Or ſnowy breaſts. the ffavid nymphs adorn... 

Dim wou'd thoſe charms, fo fam'd in Grecian lote, 

Appear, tranſported to Britannia's ſhore, 
No longer raging Syrius now diſplays. 

Co-incident with Sol, his torrent rays 3: 


Which, bleſt with fav ring winds, they ſoon explore: 


145 
* 
f 155 
4 
165 


And; 


1 
| 


660 
And, in his radial wheel, the cireling nu?: 
Thro' bright Aſtrata and the Scales had run: ' 1, Ur 
Thrice ten degrees, along th' Ecliptic, gain d r 
Of longitude, and in the Scorpion reign d. 
Four days becalm'd in Crete, they now .remain,; 
Nor any hopes of eaſtern gales obtain: Fn | 
Which, when th' autumnal Fquinox i is oer, | | x80 
And northern declination is no more, | 
The cautious Mariner, whom ſky.infarms,  _ 
Oft:deems the prelude of approaching ſtorms. + 
No-dread of ſtorms the Maſter s, thoughts. reſtrain, - 
A ﬀetter'd Captive to the oar of Gain! n 185 
At midnight waking, he ſurveys the ſkies, : . 
When tranſient breezes from the Eaſt ariſe: | 5 
The filver Moon diffuſing livid rays, | 
| Gleam'd o'er protracted clouds, and ambient haze-: 
Ws mighty Halo round the lucid Sphere, 0 190 
Croſs'd and divided, did on high appear; 1 
The arch its vaſt diameter , | 
A ſemi-quadrant vertical deſcends: 2 
This too an harbinger of furious — day 
Is deem'd, tho' here no duſky frown prevails. 3 195 
The mandate giv'n, while Eurus gently blows, 3 
F hey heave the broad- fluk'd Anchors to the Bows * 3 
Uplong the ſlipp'ry Maſts the Yards + aſcend, | 
And ſtretch d abroad the Canvaſs wings extend., 1 165 


1 


* Bows are the round parts in the fore- end of a z Ship that meet and tloſe i in the Stem 


& 


or: Prow. g 


+ Yards are long round pieces of timber tapering to each end; heir uſes are to ex- 
ea the ſails acroſs the maſts, | 


Now 


1 


Now o'er the glaſly plane, the Veſlel glides, | 200 
While azure radiance gleams along the ſides : | 
Egyptian; Thracian gales, alternate play, 
And round the Orient gradually decay : 
A calm enſues, adjacent ſhores they dread, 
The boats, with rowers mann'd, are ſent a-head *, 205 
With tow-ropes faſten'd to the Bowſprit's fend 
Their ſweeping oars, the luſty Crew extend; 
And with loud ſhouts, the echoing mountains rend. 
Succeſs attends their ſkill, the danger s Oer, 
The port is doubled, and beheld no more. 210 
Aurora, parting now from Tithon's bed, 
The hazy Eaſt with ſullen beams o'erſpread : 
No bluſhing gold affords a radiant ray, 
No glowing crimſon dawn'd a happy day ; 
The riſing morn in low'ring clouds was clad, 215 
Thro' thicken'd air, diffuſing gloomy ſhade: 
Tall Ida's tops, exalted to the ſky 
Appear, thro' miſts emerging from on high. 
North-eaſt a league, the Iſle of Standia bears; 
And weſtward, Freſchin's woody cape appears. 220 


* A-head, any diſtance before the Ship. 

+ Tow-ropes have one end faſt to the foremoſt parts of the Ship, and the other to 
the boats-ſterns, to drag the Ship along, by rowing in the boats: Towing is chiefly uſed 
when a Ship, for want of wind, is forced toward the ſhore by the {well of the ſea. 

+ Bow-ſprit is a boom or maſt which projects over the ſtem : its uſe is to carry fail in 
the fore-end of the Ship, to counter-ballance the ſail that is ſet abaft, or in the hinder 
part; and likewiſe to ſupport the fore-maſt by ropes which ſtretch from the maſt-head to 


the Bowſprit-end, called Stays, F 


1 : From 


620 
From diſtant angles, while the tranſient gales 
Alternate blow, they trim the flagging ſails; 

5 | Attentive to retain the coming breeze, | 
While, thro' a thouſand changing points it ola: : f 
Now ſwelling ſtu'n- ſails * on each fide extend, „„ 
Theſe ſoon demitted, ſtay-ſails + next aſcend : 

While, to the wind adapted, all are plac'd, 
With yards alternate ſquare | and ſharply brac'd. 
Around th' horizon ſettled clouds remain'd, ; 
And now the Sun above the verge had gain dz: 230 
The ſanguine orb, bedim d with eaſtern haze, 
Thro' ſhades condens'd, emits a fiery blaze. 
The Pilots now an Azimuth attend, 
On which all courſes, duly ſhap'd, depend: 
The compaſs and the octant ready lay, | :. 236 
Reflecting planes and incident, ſurvey; 
Along the arch, the gradual index ſlides, 
While Proteus down the vertic' circle glides : 
He, o'er th' horizon, vibrant ſeems to ſwim, 
And, tangent, ſweeps it with his nether limb: | 240 
They height and polar diſtance thus obtain, 
Next latitude and declination gain; 8 
In Chiliads then, th' analogy is ſought, 
And on the ſinical triangle wrought : : 


* Studding, or ſteering fails are long, narrow als, only ſet in fine weather and fair 
| 5 vinds, on the out - ſide of the larger ſquare fails. 
5 I Stay ſails are three-cornered fails, which run upon the ſtays, fitted to ſtand on a 
fide or quartering wind. 
' 2 Yards are ſaid to be ſquare, when they hang right acroſs the Ship, and 3 when 


they form greater or leſs angles with her length. 
* ö By 


1 
By this, magnetic variance is explor'd, 
Juſt angles form'd, and polar truth reſtor d. 

While thus employ'd, beneath the lofty ſtern +, 

A ſhoal of ſportive dolphins they diſcern ; 
Beaming from burniſh'd ſcales refulgent rays, 
While all the glowing ocean ſeems to blaze : 
Strait, to the ſport of death, the Crew repair, 
Dart the barb'd ſteel, or ſpread the baited ſnare. 
One, unſuſpicious, glides below the chains *. 
And wheels along beneath the pointed grains; 
A ſkilful markſman o'er his head ſuſpends 
The forky prongs, and every turn attends : 
Unerring aim'd, th' emiſſive weapon flew, 
And, plunging, ſtrikes the trembling victim thro”: 
Th' upturning points his pondrous bulk ſuſtain ; 
He ſtrives to diſengage himſelf in vain ; 
On deck he quivers in extatic Pain : 
Now, as the near approach of Death, he feels, 
And flitting life eſcapes in ſanguine rills, 
What radiant changes ſtrike th' aſtoniſh'd fight ! 
What glowing hues of mingled ſhade and light ! 
Not Puoꝝzus orient on the roſy dawn, 
| Decking with countleſs gems, the dewy lawn, 
Or, when he paints the weſt with ſetting rays, 
Such varied beauties, round the ſky diſplays, 


+ "RI the ne or end parts of a Ship on the outſide. 
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* Chains are ſtrong plates or links of iron bolted to the timbers on each ſide all the 
maſts, to which the Shrouds of the maſts are faſtened. (See Shrouds, Canto 2d.) There 
is a large plank, or thick ſcaffold placed edgeways on the Ship-ſide, thro' which they 
. pals, in order to keep the ſhrouds off the upper rails and gunnels. (See Gunnels, page 15. 
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As, 


Ek 1 7 

As, from his ſides, in bright profuſion flow, 270 
That, now in gold empyreal ſeem to glow, 
No beam a flaming crimſon on the eye, 
And now aſſume the purple's deeper dye; 
Now in pellucid ſapphires ſtrike the view, ES 
And emulate the bright celeſtial hue : 275 
But here, deſcription makes each beauty leſs, 
What terms of Art can Nature's pow'rs expreſs ? 

O'er the ſmooth boſom of the treach'rous tides, 
Propell'd by flatt'ring gales, the Veſſel glides : 
Tall Ida's ſummit now more diſtant grew, : 280 
And Jove's high hill was riſing to the view ; | G 
When, on the larboard quarter *, they deſcry | 
A liquid column, tow'ring, ſhoot on high ; 
The foaming baſe extends an ample ſweep, 
Where rolling billows wake the frighted ep : : 285 
The fluid vortex in rotation flies, ; 
Diffuſing briny vapours o'er the ſkies : 
This vaſt phaenomenon, whoſe tow'ring head 
In heav'ns immers'd, embracing clouds o erſpread, 
In ſpiral wheels, as Mariners ſuppoſe, En 290 
Firſt riſes, when the raging whirlwind blows. Y 
(The ſwift volution, and th' enormous train, 
Let phyſical hypotheſes explain.) 
The horrid apparition now draws nighh, 
And, all around, the angry billows fly: | 295 
The guns are prim'd ; the Veſſel northward veers, 
Till all her broadſide on its center bears; 

* Quarters are thoſe parts de outſide as the Ship that reach from a-breaſt of the 


wizen-malk to the aftmoſt end or Stern: the larboard is the left ſide. | 
| The 


E 


The nitre fires; ſhock'd by the thund'ring ſound, 


The air convulſive, quivers all around: 

And ſudden, as the noiſe purſues the flame, 
Wide-burſting, down the horrid figure came: 
Th' expanding ocean trembled as it fell, 

And, in white foam, recoiling ſurges ſwell; 

In momentary mountains, heave on high; 

And lift th' exalted Veſſel to the fy : 

Then, ſwift retiring in a giddy round, 

Bear her precipitant to hell's profound: 

But ſoon, this tranſient undulation o'er, 

The ſea ſubſides, the whirlwinds rage no more, 
Inclining ſouthward, now the riſing gales, 
With humid breath, expand the ſwelling fails. 

A-breaſt appears the gloomy Cypreſs grove, 
That ſpreads its branches, near the hill of Jovs : 
This ſhade, as Fame. relates, in days of yore, 


A gorgeous temple in its center bore, 


Whoſe altar, ſacred to th' Olympian Throne, 
Was viſited by Votaries alone. 1 
Here too, the ruins of a tomb remain, 
Suppos'd the Monarch's aſhes to contain: 
This Cretan tyrant, whoſe deſpotic ſway, 
Surrounding nations, trembling, did obey ; 
For Inceſt, Rape, and Villany renown'd, 
Was heav'n's immortal King by Poets own'd : 


Greece, Troy, and Rome record his endleſs Fame, 


And, hence this mountain till retains his Name. 


More ſouthward ſtill, th' increaſing breezes veer, 


And, o'er th' horizon, lybic clouds appear : 
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E 1 3 
In duſky haze the ſolar planet low'rs, 
And deeper ſhade the noon-tide ray obſcures : 
A train of ſpouting -porpoiſes extend, 330 
And north-north-eaft their ſwift direction bend: | | 
In curling wreathes, they wanton on the tide, 
Now ſport aloft, now downward ſwiftly glide : 
Their burning path awhile the ſurges keep, 
And filver traces glow along the deep. 335 
Theſe fleeteſt courſers of the finny race, 155 
When tempeſt-boding clouds the ſky deface, 
To leeward ſtill are ſeen their courſe to form, 
T' elude the fury of the coming ſtorm. 
With ſteddy gales, the lofty canvaſs, ſwell'd, 340 
Swift, and more ſwift, the yielding Ship propell'd ; 
Borne by their force, ſhe darts along the ſhore, 
Till Suſa and Mount Paul are ſeen no more; 
And, as along the Mount of Jove they ſteer, 
The cloudy ſpires of Retimo appear. : 345 
Still deeper glooms th' ethereal vault deface, 
The wind augments, and ſeas enlarge apace: 
Ihe Ship, beneath her lofty preſſure, reels, 
And bending down to ſtarboard “, deeply heels: | 
The leſſer fails, that court a gentle breeze, 350 
' Are now haul'd in, the ſtraining maſts to eaſe. 
Swift on the deck the ſtu'n-ſails all deſcend, | 
Where ready Seamen from the yards unbend +. 
Malacha's fore-land riſes faſt a-head, : 
While clouds expanding all the ſky 0 er-ſpread : 4 cas 


* Starboard, the right ſide of the Ship. 


I Unbending is taking the ſail from the yard. 
I Full 


1 


Full from the madid ſouth, the winds ariſe, 
And the thick ſcud, in ſwift ſucceſſion, flies: 
Aloft, the ſtooping maſts alternate bend, 
Below, the leeward gunnels “ deep depend: | 
The Maſter calls, to give the Ship relief, 360 
„ The topſails + low'r, and form a ſingle reef + !” 
Along the maſts the yards deſcend amain, 

Are mann'd and reef'd, then ſent aloft again. 

Cape Spado now, at diſtance, they diſcern, 

And ſteep Malacha leis'ning, leave aſtern. — 06 


* Gunnels, or Gun-whales, are the uppermoſt part of the Ship's ſide. 

+ Topfails are large ſquare fails, of the ſecond degree in magnitude and height, as 
the courſes are of the firſt in magnitude, and the loweſt. 

t Reefs are certain ſpaces or diviſions of the ſail which are taken in or let out in 
proportion to the increaſe or diminution of the wind: they are placed parallel to the up- 
per part of the fail, below each other, containing about a ſixth part of the fail each, 
and are thus formed; at the bottom of each diviſion there is a row of holes, ſtretching 


athwart the fail, through which are inſerted a number of platted ropes, called points, 


in length, each, about twice the circumference of the yard, which bind the intermediate 
ſpace of canvaſs in plaits cloſe up to the yard, from end to end; the ſail being lowered 
ack down, for that purpoſe. 
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Time of day Laſt appearance, bearing, and diſtance of Crete 


Sailors 
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ARGUMENT. 


Riſe of the ſea and low'ring of the ſæy A ſquall— Orders in 


conſequence of it. Main- ſail ſplit——Ship veers before the 


wind Hauls upon the wind again — Another main ſail bent 
and ſet Very ſtrong gale Top- ſails furled Top-gallant- 
yards ſent down——-Sea ſtill enlarges -Sun-ſet -Courſes 
reefed Four ſeamen waſhed off the lee-yard arm in reefing the 
main-fail, and drowned Great anxiety of the Pilots on being 
A Mizen balanced and reefed Bravery of the 
A very high ſea breaks over the Ship, and carries every 
thing on deck overboard in its paſſage——A leak ſprung, which 
continually employs both pumps hip labours in great diſtreſs— 
Guns launched over-board to eaſe her Dreadful appearance of 
the weather Prodigious lofty ſea Severe fatigue of the Crew 
as the leak increaſes Conſultation and reſolution of the offi- 
cers Speech of the Maſter to the Crew, and advice in conſe- 
quence of approaching the lee-ſhore——Prayer Orders being 
given to veer before the wind, the fore-ſtay-ſail is hoiſted and 
immediately ſplits—-The head- yards brac'd aback—-The mizen- 


nigh a lee-ſhore 


maſt cut away, 


T7 OUR hours elaps'd, the culminating ray, 


The Sun t' Atlantic regions wheel'd away : | 


The ſhore of Crete more diſtant now appears, 
And, twenty miles north-eaſt, Cape Spado bears : : 


The 


1 
The riſing billows, round the weſtern end, | 5 
Increas'd in bulk, a ſpacious length extend: 
Succeeding clouds, th' ethereal cope invade, 
And Heav'ns high concave, wrap in deep'ning ſhade : 
A low'ring ſquall obſcures the ſouthern ſky, 
Before whoſe ſweeping breath, the waters fly : 10 
The top-ſails can no more its weight ſuſtain ; | 
At ev'ry hatchway *, Reef!“ they call again: 
The bow-lines and the hallyards *, quickly gone; 
They next, to clue-lines* and reef-tackles* run; 2 | 
The ſhiv'ring fails deſcend ; the yards are {quar'd ; 15 
Nimbly aloft the ready Crew repair d: | 
The weather earings*, and the lee, they paſs'd ; 
The reef enfolded, and the points made faſt : 
Their bus'neſs ſoon performing, they deſcend, | 
And, vigilant, th' approaching * . 20 


a | Hatchways are ſquare holes in the decks to paſs up and down through, and likewiſe 
to take in and deliver the cargo by. | | 

> Bow-lines are ropes faſtened to the outer edge or leech of the dne lb in three 
different places: their uſes are to bind the weather or windward- edge of the ſail tight 
forward on a ſide- wind, to keep it from ſhivering. 

* Hallyards are thoſe ropes or Tackles by which the fails are hoiſted up and lowered 
down, on the maſts or ſtays. 

4 Clue-lines are ropes faſtened to the clues, or lower-corners of the ſquare-fails : their 
uſes are to draw each clue up to the yards, for the more eaſy furling or reefing them. 

© Reef-tackles are ropes which run through holes at each top-ſail-yard-end, and are 
faſtened down on the edge or leech of the ſail, at the extreme parts of the loweſt reef: 
by hauling in theſe the reef-band, which contains the holes, is bound cloſe up to the 
yard, for the more readily tying the points. 

* Earings are ſmall lines faſtened to holes at the extreme parts of each reef and each 
head-rope: the method of paſling them is, by taking fix or ſeven turns round the yard- 
end, each turn being inſerted through. the hole, which is called a cringle, 
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1 
Beneath its driving force, the waves engage; 
And foaming white, the whirling ſurges rage: 
Now, black with pregnant ruin, it impends, 
And, cataracts with ſtorm, tempeſtuous blends : 
Impell'd by mighty preſſure, down ſhe lies; "oy 
* Brail up the mizen 5 quick!” the Maſter cries : 
Mann the clue-garnetts *, let the main-ſheet i fly!“ 
In thouſand ſhiv'ring ſhreds it rends on high! 
The main-ſail, all in ſtreaming ruins, tore, 
Loud flutters, like the hollow thunder's roar : 30 
She lab'ring, bends beneath the cogent weight, | 
Careening *, as if never more to right: 
« A-weather ' heave the helm!” the Chief commands, 
« "To trim ® the fore-ſail, next prepare all hands !“ 
Around, before the ſquall, ſhe veets apace ; | I 
And the fore-yard, directly ſquare, they brace: 
The ſwelling fail, the flowing ſheets ſuſtain, 
Whole firm coërtion Oey reſtrain. 


s Mizen is a large fail bent to the mizen-maſt, of an oblong figure, only that the 
upper-end of it is peaked or ſloped : it is commonly reckoned one of the courſes, which 
are main-ſail, fore ſail, mizen, and fore-ſtay-ſail; but chiefly the main · ſail and fore-ſail, 
by Clue-garnetts are the ſame to the main · ſail and fore-ſail, which the Clue-lines are to 
all other ſquare-ſails, and are hauled up when the fail is to be furled or brailed. 

i Sheets are the ropes that extend the bottoms of all ſails, and are faſtened to the clues 
or corners: to the main-ſail and fore-ſail there is a ſheet and tack on each ſide, the tack 
always being faſt to windward cloſe down to the gunnel, and the ſheet ſtretched aft to 
leeward : tacks are only uſed on a fide-wind.. 

*Careening is lying down on either ſide. 

A- weather, the reaſon of putting the helm a-weather, or to the ſide next the wind, 
is to make the Ship veer before it, when it blows ſo hard that ſhe cannot bear her lide to 
it any longer. - 

= To trim the fail, | is to nlace i it properly to the direRion of the wind. 


3 While 


. - 


* 


FT 


While o'er the foam, the Ship impetuous flies, 
The helm, th' attentive Timoneer applies: 40 
Thus vigilant, the falcon marks his prey, 
And ſkims with ardent eye, th' aerial way; 
Each motion watches, of the doubtful chace, 
Obliquely wheeling thro' the azure ſpace : 
Thus, and fo quick, the helm reſponſive flew, 45 
Whoſe ſwift rotations all her curves ſubdue. 
But now, to leeward paſs'd th' exhauſted ſquall, 

Their Fear's diſpell'd, again the wind they haul *; 
The helm a-ſtarboard * flies, the ſhiv'ring fails 

Are all ſharp trim'd, to claſp th' augmenting gales ; 80 
The mizen draws; ſhe ſprings aloof once more, 

And the fore-ſtay-ſail * balances before: 
The fore-yard then, with nervous arms is brac'd, 
Whoſe larboard tack is mann'd along the waiſt; 
Next, on the ſtretching ſheet the Seamen bend, 55 
Then, haul the bow-line to the bowſprit's end: 


n Timoneer, (from Timon, Ital. the Helm) the Steerſman. 
Rotation, becauſe the helm is commanded by a wheel. 
> To haul the wind is to bring the Ship's ſide to the wind, after ſhe had been running 
more before it. | 
4 The helm a-ſtarboard directs the Ship's head to the left or to port, and © contra; 
| hence, the Ship running northward before the wind, the helm put a-ſtarboard brings her 
ſtem weſtward. : = 
r Vulgarly ſo called, but properly the fore-topmaſt-ſtay-ſail, is a three-cornered ail 
that runs upon the fore-top-maſt-ſtay over the bowſprit: its uſe is to command the fore- 
part of the Ship, as the mizen commands the hinder or after-part, and balance each ; 
other : thus if a Ship wants to cling the wind with her ſide, the mizen is ſet and the ſtay- 
fail down: and if ſhe wants to veer, the ſtay-ſail is hoiſted and the mizen brail'd up, &c. 
The fore and fore-top-ſail bow lines are ſtretched to the bowſprit-end. 
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To top-ſails now they ply; the bunt- lines gone, 
Thro' rattling blocks * the clue- lines ſwiftly run; 
Th' extending ſheets, on either fide are mann'd, 
Abroad they come, the flutt'ring ſails expand: 0 60 
The yards again aſcend each com rade maſt ; 
The leeches * taught, the hallyards are made faſt ; 

'Fhe bow-lines haul d, and yards to ſtarboard brac'd ;; 

And ſtraggling ropes, arrang'd in order, plac'd. 

As when by hunters gall'd, a mountain boar, 6 
The cultur'd glebes, and vineyards, ruſhes oer; | 
Reſiſtleſs, forces thro each fencing bound, 

Tears up the ſprouts, and tramples to the ground 
The tender vines and ſhooting; plants around; » Tf 
The lab'ring Huſbandman, with toil and care, 70 
Attempts, by props, the drooping limbs to rear; 
New grafts th' uprooted ſhrubs, in juſt array, 
And from his grounds, the ruins clears away. 

The main-ſail, by the ſquall fo lately rent, k * 
In ſtreaming pendants flying, is unbent: 


Gy 


t Bunt-lines are ropes which paſs up behind each yard, and, leading through a block 
or pully, reach down before their reſpective ſails, to the bottom. of which they are 
faſtened : their uſe is to haul the foot of the ſail cloſe up to the © att when it is to be 


brail'd or furled. 
u Blocks are pieces of wood, ſo hollowed ae -receive a little wheel or ſheave within, 

on the edge of which the ropes run: they are ſo ſituate in different parts of the Ship, as 

to command moſt of the neceſſary mechaniſm aloft, by hauling different ropes on deck. 

E Tt has been ſaid before that the leeches are the edges of the ſail, which reach up» 

and down, and are conſequently made ſtreight or taught when the ſail is hoiſted. 
Braces are the ropes that traverſe or turn the yard on either ſide the maſt : the yards. 

ate braced to . when the ſtarboard- brace is hauled in, and e contra. 


With 


(2) 
With brails * refix d, another ſoon prepar'd, 
Aſcending, ſpreads along, beneath the yard: 
To each yard-arm, the head-rope they extend, 
And ſoon the earings and the robands * bend. 1 80 
That taſk diſpatch'd, they firſt the braces © flack, 
Then, to the cheſſtree *, bring aboard the tack : 
And, while the lee- elue- garnett's low'r'd away, 
Taught aft the ſheet, they tally *, and belay. 
Fierce, and more fierce, the gath'ring tempeſt grows, 

South and by Weſt the threat'ning tempeſt blows ;. 8 
Auſter's reſiſtleſs force all air invades, | 
And ev'ry rolling wave more ample ſpreads. 
The Ship no longer can her top-fails bear, 
All hopes of milder weather diſappear : 
Bow-lines and hallyards are caſt off again, 90 
The clue-lines mann'd, and ſheets let fly amain: 
Clued- up each top-ſail,, and by braces ſquar'd. 5 

The mounting Crew aſcend, and ſpread each yard: 


= Brails are the clue lines, bunt- lines, and leech- lines: their uſes are to haul the 
clues, leeches, and bottoms of the ſail cloſe up to the yard; and this is called brailing 
up, which I have taken the liberty to call embrailing. 

* Head-rope is that to which the upper part of the ſail is ſewed. (See Bolt-rope, p. 290.) 

b Rope-bands or robands, are ſmall ropes of a length that will take three turns 
round the yard: they are paſſed through holes under the head-rope to faſten it to the yard. 

* Becauſe the lee-brace confines the yard, ſo that the tack cannot come down till 
che braces are caſt off. 

4 Cheſſtree is a piece of wood which ſtands up api down' ESA bolted 1 to the 
Ship's ſide : there is a large hole in it, through which the tack is palted, and' when the 
clue of the ſail comes down to it, the tack is ſaid to be aboard. 


* Tally is a phraſe particularly uſed for hauling aft the ſheets: to h is to ade faſt; 
© Clued-up. is the ſame with embrailed 
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1 
Around the ſail, the gaſketts are convey d, 
And rolling-tackles to the cap belay d: | a 
The yards, to point the wind, by ſome, are brac'd ; | 
Some, to ſend down top-gallant-yards ', are plac'd 
Some, trav'llers up the weather-back-ſtays ", ſend ; 


At each maſt-head, the top-ropes ", others bend; 
The parrels *, lifts”, and clue-lines ſoon are gone, 100 


Topp'd ?, and unrigg'd, they down the back-ſtays run: 
: | The 


= Gaſketts are platted ropes to wrap round the ſails, which is called furling them. 

A rolling · tackle is a rope paſſed through a ſingle and double-block, ſo that it be- 

comes fourfold: its uſe is to confine the yard cloſe to leeward, to keep it from galling 
againſt the Maſt by the motion of the Ship. 

i Caps are ſtrong, thick pieces of oak of an oblong figure, with two holes in them 
ſo fitted, that the hindmeſt or aftmoſt is bolted cloſe down on the lower maſt-head, 

and the foremoſt is for containing and keeping teddy the topmaſt, which ſlides up 
through it: and ſo of the top-gallant-maſt. 

| It is uſual to ſend down the top-gallant-yards at the approach of a ſtorm, to eaſe _ 
the maſt-heads : they are the higheſt yards that are rigged in a Ship. 

m Back-ſtays are long ropes, reaching from the top-maſt-head to the chains, for ſe- 
curing the top maſts, which are the ſecond maſts in height, and ſtand at the head of each 
lower maſt, as the top-gallant maſt ſtands at the head of the topmaſt. Travellers are 

large rings round the back-Rays, with a rope, of about fix feet long, faſt to each; which 
being faſtened to the top-gallant-yard-arms, confine them to the back-ſtays when they 
are hoiſted and lowered, to prevent them from ſwinging amongſt the rigging. 

* Top-ropes are thoſe by which yards and maſts are hoiſted and lowered. 

* Parrels are thoſe ropes by which the yards are faſtened to the maſts; being ſo paſſed 
round both, that the yard ſlides with eaſe up and down the maſt as occaſion requires: 
they are of three ſeveral kinds, a particular definition of which is immaterial here, as 
they are all conſtrued to ſerve the ſame purpoſe. | 

e Lifts are ropes which reach from each maſt-head to their reſpective yard-arms ; as, 
from the lower maſt-heads to the lower yard-arms, and from the top-maſt- heads to the 
top-ſail-yard-arms, &c. to ſuſtain the weight of the yard when it is manned. 

4 A yard is faid to be topped, when one lift is flacked and the other hauled in, ſo that 


it forms greater or leſs angles with the maſt ; and here, all the rigging being taken off 
from 
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The flying rigging all aloft belay'd, 

And yards ſecure, along the booms * were laid. 
The ropes then clear'd below, from toil and pain, 
The Sailors hope an interval, in vain ; 

Fatigu'd, would fain indulge a ſhort repoſe, 

But, ſtill more violent, the tempeſt blows ; 
The billows heave, in mountains, to the ſkies, 
Freſh troubles and perplexities ariſe : 

No ſeaſon this from duty to deſcend !_ 

All hands the growing ſtorm muſt now attend. 


His taſk perform'd, the ſacred lamp of day 
Now dipt in weſtern clouds his parting ray; 
His languid fires, half-loſt in ambient haze, 
Refract, thro' madid clouds, a crimſon blaze 
Till deep immerg d, the ſick'ning orb deſcends, 


And cheefleſs Night, o'er Heav'n her reign extends. 


The Ship whole courſes can no longer bear, 

To reef the courſes is the Maſter's care: 

The watchful Sailors, ready at command, 

Swift, as the order's giv'n, the brails are mann'd ; 
But here, the doubtful Officers diſpute, | 
Till Skill and Judgment, Prejudice confute. 
Some firſt the flutt'ring lee-ſheet would let go, 
Thus might the fail again to ruins blow ; 
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from the top gallant- yards, they are topped up and down, and a traveller faſtened to- 
each end, in order to ſlide down the back- ſtays, as they are lowered by the top · ropes. | 


Booms are ſpare maſts or yards, which remain ready on deck to ſupply the places 
of thoſe that may be carried away aloft, 


Th 


24) 
Th' experienc'd Mariner, in practice try d, 
This dang'rous method ever will avoid; 
Who wou'd ſecure, with Art, the flutt'ring fail, 
Should never firſt, the lee-yard arm embrail: 
To windward, ready, waiting the command, 
At the clue-garnett, tack; and brails they ſtand ; 
The tack's* eas'd off, involy'd the doubling clue, 
Between the pendent blocks, aſcending flew : 
The ſheet and weather-brace * they now ſtand by, 
Bunt-lines and lee-clue-garnett, next apply ; 
Then all prepar'd, * let go the ſheet!” he cries, 
Loud rattling, jarring, thro' the blocks it flies, 
Beneath the lee-yard-arm expanding, fills, - 
Till cloſe embrail'd, and ſquar'd, the belly ſ pills * 13 
The fore- ſail then ſecur'd, with equal care, 
Again to reef the main- ſail they repair: 
While ſome above the yard, o'er-haul the tye, 
Below, the down-haul- tackle *, others ply : 
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* Tt has before been obſerved, that the tack is always faſtened to windward there- 
fore when the tack is caſt off, and the clue-garnett hauled up, the clue or corner of the 
ſail immediately mounts to the yard, which muſt be carefully done in a ſtorm, to pre- 


ferve the ſail. 


t Tt is neceſſary immediately to Mat: - in the weather-brace here, when the ſheet is 


gene, to keep the ſail from ſplitting. 


» To ſpill a ſail is to confine it from ſwelling out over Uh yard, and is done by. brac - 
ing it ſo that the wind lays it flat againſt the maſt; which is called bracing it a- back. 


xz The violence of the wind forces the yard ſo much out, that it is neceſſary to hook 
A tackle to it (called by the above name) to haul it down, for the more conveniently 


reefing the ſail, 


Jears, 


{ 25) 

Jears *, lifts, and brails a Seaman each attends, 

Along the maſt the pond'rous yard deſcends ; e 145 
When down ſufficient, they ſecurely brace, 

The down-haul, for a rolling-tackle 7, et 

The earings and the reef-lines* are prepar d, 
Then, climbing pliant hrouds *, they mann the yards ; 
At each yard-arm a dreadleſs Sailor ſtrides, 150 
Who ſafety, and a Landman's eaſe, derides : 
The earings to the cringles firſt they bend, _ 
The reef-band * then, with finewy arms extend; 
Around the yard the cireling ends are paſs d, 
And ſoon the outer- turns, and inner faſt: 
The reef- lines next, from hand to hand receiv'd, 
Thro' eye- lid- holes and roband-legs are reev d; 
The folding reefs, in plaits inroll'd, they lay, 
Extend the — lines, and ends — * 


"FI 


* Tears, to the fore-ſail, main-fail _ mizen, are * ſame as ballyards to all 
other ſails, The tye is the upper part of the jears: 

When the yard is down, the rolling-tackle is ſhifted ; and one end belag hooked to 
the maſt, the other is hooked to the weather yard arm and drawn 1 tight, to keep the 
yard from ſwinging. | 

Reef. lines are uſed to the courſes only, and are paſſed in ſpiral turns 000 the 
holes, and over the head of the ſail ſueceſſively, till they reach the extremes of the reef, 
and then being hauled taught, draw it up to the yard. | 

2 Shrouds are thick ropes ſtretching from the maſt- heads down to both outfder of the 
Ship, and are the chief ſupport of the maſt: They are doubled, and the bight or middle 
being clapped over the maſt-head, the two lower ends are drawn taught down to the 
chains by lannyards. (See Lannyards, page 35.) | | 

d The reef-band is a long piece of canvaſs ſewed acroſs the fail, for Arengthening i it 
in the place where the reef-holes are made, which paſs through the band. 

© The outer-turns are for ſtretching the reef taught along the yard: the inner-turns 
are to bind it cloſe up to the yard, 
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This taſk perform'd, the order they attend, 160 
To furl the main-ſail, or on deck deſcend; 5% uch 
When, fatal chance! an unexpected roll, 

That, ſideways, ſeem'd to bury half the hull“, 

From off the lee- yard- arm four Seamen ſhook, tte : 
Who, thus ſurpriz'd, their faithful hold forfook : 1 c 1808 


In vain, to grapple pendent ropes they try, 


The pendent ropes a ſolid gripe deny : 8 


In vain they cry for aid, with panting breath, 


And faintly ſtruggle with th* approach of Death: 
Th' impetuous ſurges gath'ring o'er them, ſweep, 570 
And down they fink forever to the deep: | 
Their ſad companions their loſt ſtate bemoan. ; 
Perhaps a fatal prelude to their wW . 

Penſive and ſad, on deck the Pilots ſtand, 
Nor can determine on the next command: ; | 173 
Surrounding dangers now they ponder o'er ; | 
A ſtorm, a lofty ſea, and leeward ſhore! 


Should they, tho' reef d, again the fails extend, 


« Again, in ſhiy'ring ſtreamers, they may rend; | 
« Or, ſhould they ſtand, beneath th oppreſſive NPY 180 
The lab ring Ship may bend, ne er more to right.” | 
They mourn the cruel conſequence in vain, 

Where perils, ynallay'd by Hope, remain : 

Too late to weather now Morea's land, 
And drifting * faſt on Grecia's 0 ſtrand. . 1 


wo The hull is the body of the Ship. 
To weather a ſhore is to paſs on the wind-ſide of it, which could not be done 


here, by reaſon of the violence of the ſtorm. 
* Drift is the motion and direction by which a Veſſel is forced to leeyard 8 


When ſhe is unable to carry ſail any longer. 


Long 
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Long pond'ring in their minds the doubtful choice; 
The Chiefs to furl the courſes give their voice : 
That done, to reef the mizen next apply, 
Beneath it, broadſide to the ſurge to try *. | 

Adown the maſt, the yard they low'r away, 190 
Then jears and topping-lift * ſecure belay : 
Soon, o'er the head the circling canvaſs paſt', 
Around the yard and fail the gaſkett's faſt : 
The reef enwrapp'd, th' inſerted nittles ty'd, 
The hallyards, thrott' and peek, are next apply'd : | 195 
The order's given, the yard aloft is ſway'd ; - 
The brails are gone ; th' extended ſheet belay'd. 

Not more advent'rous was th' attempt to move 
Th' infernal Pow'rs with ſtrains of heavenly love, 
When faithful OxpHRus, on the Stygian coaſt, 200 
In facred notes implor'd his Conſort loſt; T | 
Tho' Fates and Furies fill'd the dire domain, 
And tortur'd Souls forever mourn'd in vain ; 
Than mine, in ornamental verſe to dreſs 
The harſheſt ſounds mechanic Arts expreſs: 1 205 
Such arduous toil ſage DAEDALus endur'd, 85 
In mazes ſelf. invented long immur d; 
Till Ax r her ſalutary aid beſtow'd, 
And ſnatch'd him from the i intricate : abode ; ; 


s To try, is to lie broadſide to the direQtion « of the wind and ſea in a ftorm, 

» Topping-lift is a tackle which tops the upper end of the mizen- yard. 

i A piece of canvaſs i is paſſed round the ſail here, to prevent the gaſkett from cutting 
it when ſet; and this is called balancing the mizen. 

x The reef of the mizen is at the bottom of it, and the nittles are ſhort lines which 
paſſed through the reef-holes, are knotted under the foot-rope, (See Bolt-rope, page 29. 

4 The thrott is that Part of the mizen-yard which is cloſe to the malt. 
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A giant ſurge down ruſhes from on high, 


13 
Elated then, on wings before unknown, hy 210 
He 'ſcap'd the winding labyrinth, his own. . Fr 
Thus by EXPERIENCE taught the rugged way, is Gt 15 
Where Pnokzus' Daughters never dat'd to ſtray, 8 
Th' untrodden deſert, long I've wander d oer. * 
Where Phocian ſtrains were never heard before, e 821 5; 


And now, like him, my Fancy aims to. ſoar: 


The verſe attempts in ſmoother notes to flow. 
Replete with ſad variety of woe. 
As yet no threat ning aſpect of the ſtorms 


The dreadleſs Seamen's fortitude alarms; 1 Te 220 


No thoughts of future woe their ſouls appall, 
They know no Danger, or they ſcorn i it all; 
Tho ev'ry riſing wave more dreadful grows, 
And, in ſucceſſion dire, the deck o 'erflows. 
Far other cares the Maſtec's mind employ, | > 22 $ 
Approaching perils all his hopes deſtroy ;. | 
In vain, he ſpreads the graduated chart, 
And bounds the diſtance by the rules of art; 
Acroſs the geometrie plane, expands | 
The compaſſes to circumjacent lands „ 
Ungrateful taſk! for nought he now explores 


Beneath the lee, but Death and fateful ſhores. 


While muſing thus, with horrid doubts diſmay d, 


The linear ſpace, the anxious Chief ſurvey d; 


On deck, the watchful Pilots cry aloud, = 235 
« Secure your lives! graſp every man a ſhroud !” I 
Rous'd from his trance, he mounts the cauſe t explore; 

When ſudden, burſting with tremendous _—- 7 1 5 


And, fore and aft diſſever d ruins lie; 5 5 2140 


( 7 7) 


The trembling hull confeſs'd th enormous ſtroke ;; 
The craſhing boats th' impetuous preſſure broke: 
Companion“, binnacle",. in floating wreck, 
With compaſſes and glaſſes ſtrew'd the deck; | 
The mizen rending, from the bolt- rope flew, | 245 
Torn from the caring to the flutt'ring clue : | 
The ſides convulſive ſhook on groaning beams“, 
And yawning wide, expand the pitchy 1 ſeams. 
They ſound the well * and, terrible to hear! | 
Along the line four wetted feet appear : 250 
At either pump they heave the claſhing brake *, 

And, turn by turn, th' ungrateful office take; 

They both in cloſe rotation ſtill attend, 
And help inceſſant, nervous Seamen lend; 


m The companion is a ſquare wooden porch, erected over the bhatehway, that goes 
down to the cabbin or apartment of the chief officers. 

The binnacle is a box which ſtands before the helm on deck, having three diviſions, 
the middle one for a lamp or candle, and the other two for ws compaſſes which direct 
the Ship's courſe and the watch - glaſſes. 

9 The bolt- rope ſurrounds or girts all fails, their edges being ſewed to it: in ſquare ſails 
it is diſtinguiſhed by three names, viz, head- rope or upper part ;. leeches or ſides; and 
foot-ropes-or bottoms. _ | 

Beams are ſtrong pieces of timber ſtretching acroſs the Ship, to 1 the has 4 at: 
their proper diſtance, and ſupport the decks. 

4 Becauſe the ſeams or junctions of the planks are filled. with pitch, to prevent the 
water from penetrating the deck or ſides. | 

r The pump- well is an apartment in the Ship's hold that contains the main · maſt and 
pumps, and is planked round, to keep the cargo clear of the pumps: it is ſounded by. 
letting a meaſured iron rod and line down the pump, by which they know whether the. 
leaks increaſe or diminiſh. 

KC The brake is the pump- handle, march is occaſionally fixed and taken off. 


— 


But: 
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But all in vain! for lo! the ſounding clue 255 | 
Updrawn, an undiminiſh'd depth they view : 
Still, o'er th' lab'ring Ship, t' augment their F ear, 
Vaſt torrents force a terrible career: | 
Nor this ſevere diſtreſs is found alone, | 
The ribs *, oppreſs'd by pond'rous cannon, groan; 260 
Deep- rolling from the fluid mountain's height, 
The craſhing ſides ſeem burſting with the weight : 
Accumulated perils thus ariſe, 
And adverſe Fate experienc'd Art defies: 
In ſuch extremes, no moment ſhould be loſt, _ - mb 
But over- board, the cumb'rous cannon toſt; 
A taſk, that laſt diſtreſs alone requires, 
And only dread of inſtant death inſpires; _ 
For, while the trembling Ship intent to eaſe, 
Between the horrid hills of raging ſeas, Ne 270 
Some fatal wave may, with impetuous ſweep, : | 
Immerge them ſtruggling in the op'ning deep. 

I The forelocks drawn, the frappings ” they unlace, 
And prizing crows * beneath the metal place; 
They watch a coming roll, their ſtrength apply, | 275 
Th' uplifted tubes from ev ry carriage fly 5 


Ribs are the curved timbers of a Ship which reach from the keel or bottom to the 
gunnel: by theſe the body of the Ship is conſtructed, on which the out · ſide planks and 


cieling are afterwards placed. 
» Forelocks are little flat iron n wedges drove into the bolt-ends to prevent their looſen- 


ing in the carriages. 
v Frappings are the tackles and ropes by which the guns are faſtened to the Ship's ſide, 
Crows are long bars of iron with a point at one end and two en. | in the other: 


their uſe is to move or heave won bodies, 
: The 


1 

The Ship thus eas d, ſome little reſpite finds 
From the rude conflict of the ſeas and winds: 
But ſhort the pauſe of woe! new dangers riſe, 
Cimmerian darkneſs fills the cheerleſs ſkies, 
Save, when the forky lightnings horrid blaze, 
And dart athwart the gloom terrific rays : 
Above, all Heav'n appears a ſcene of woe, 
Where hov'ring Ruin threatens all below : 
Beneath, the ſtorm-laſh'd ſurges furious riſe, 
And wave upborn on wave aſſails the ſkies : 
Now, riding on ſome billow's topmoſt head, 
The Veſſel hovers o'er abyfles dread ; 
Then, ſwift immerging down the horrid vale ; 
She hears no more the roaring of the gale: 
Till up-returning on ſucceeding hills, 
Again its direful pow'r ſhe trembling, feels. 
Now Valour ſinks beneath extreme Diſtreſs, 
And Anguiſh and Diſmay their ſouls oppreſs: 
For while, in ceaſeleſs inundation, o'er 
The ſea-beat Ship, the booming waters roar, 
No diminution of the leaks is found, TO 
The jarring pumps with conſtant ſtrokes reſound; 
The leather! fretting too on either fide, 
By friction wore, muſt ever be ſupply'd:: 
No eaſe, no reſpite in theſe ſad extremes! 


Pregnant with ſome new woe, each moment teems ! 
Again the Chief th' inſtructive draught extends, 


And, o'er the figur'd plane attentive, bends. 


7 The leather which is nailed round the pump- boxes or ſuckers. 
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To him the motion of each orb was known, | 305 
That, in its courſe, ſurrounds the ſolar throne: o S001 201 0067 | 
But here, alas! his Science nought avails, 

Art droops unequal, and Experience fails. 

The diff rent traverſes ſince twilight made, | 5 8 
Are on the hydrographic circle laid, | 15 310 
Then, in the graduated arch contain'd, YO! 
The ample angle of lee-way remain d?! 

Enormous chord ! whoſe ſweep is almoſt ont 

A quadrant of the horizontal round : 1 | N 
Her place explor d with mathematic ſlcill, U act: 2 
His ſoul, Amaze, Suſpence and Terror fill; 
When, Falconera's * Iſle beneath the lee 

Ten leagues alone, his eyes transfixing ſee; 
Diſtracting thought! for on that cruel ſnore, 
On lurking ſhelves, the dreadful breakers roar; 
And, if on thoſe deſtructive ledges toſt, 

At once the Ship and hapleſs Crew are loft. 

As fatal ſtill appears, that Danger o'er, 

The ſteep St. George * and barren Gardalor +. 2 1090 
The Maſter and the Pilots long conſult, 1: 268 
And trembling, ponder on the laſt reſult : | 
Tho Corinth's gulf extend, along the lee, 

« And, to its ports, appears .a paſſage free; 
«© Yet, in the height of this tempeſtuous gale, _ | 
The Ship's depriv'd of ev'ry ruling fail; | 330 


* The firſt of theſe Iſlands lies 26 leagues north of Cape Malacha, and the other two 
at the entrance of the gulf of Engia (ſee any modern chart of the Archipelago, their 
names not being mentioned in antient geography) and are in the track of che Mip's 8 
ſcudding before the wind. . 


5 
« And, in the hollow interval no more 
« She can ſuſtain the ſeas that thunder o'er : 
« Atevry pitch, the quiv'ring bowſprit's end 
ce Beneath the wat'ry preſſure, ſeems to bend: 
% Eventful omen ! ſince the maſts on high 
« On that ſupport, in trembling Hope rely. 
« At either pump, the Seamen pant for breath, 
« In dire Diſmay anticipating Death.” 
Thus, ev'ry Danger in their minds revolv'd, 
On the laſt, dreadful effort they reſolv d. 


Fhen, to the Crew, whom racking doubts perplex, 


The fatal purpoſe, thus the Chief directs. 

Ye hapleſs Partners in a wayward fate 
Whoſe dauntleſs Courage now is known too late ; 
Ye! who, unmov'd, can brave the ruthleſs ſtorm, 
When horrid tempeſts all the deep deform; 
Who, patient in Adverſity, ſtill beer 
The firmeſt front, when greateſt danger's near 
The Truth, tho' grievous, I muſt now reveal 
What, long in vain, I purpos'd to conceal. 
Ingulf'd, all helps of Art we vainly try, 
To weather leeward ſhores, alas! too nigh : 
Our ſea-wreck'd Ship no longer can ſuſtain 
Th' augmenting fury of th' boiſt'rous Main: 
Bereft of fail, to preſent Deaths we haſte, 
And one ſhort hour perhaps may be our laſt ; 
Lo! rocky ſhores beneath our lee appear, 
That fatal goal concludes our fad career, 
Hemm'd in by Fate and Deſtiny ſevere: 

Fr 
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| Unleſs, | 
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Unleſs, by Heav'n's Aſſiſtance, we can gain 360 

Some creek, or inlet of the Grecian main. > 85 
This previous counſel, for your ſafety giv'n, 

Before our fated Ship on rocks is driv'n, 

Perhaps, if follow'd, from the wat'ry grave, 

Amidſt the ſurf, our company may ſave, - 265 
Firſt, every ax to hand convenient lay a 

And laſh ſecure, to cut the maſts away, 

The longeſt lines on deck muſt be convey'd, 

And on the weather quarter-rails belay'd ; | 

If hap'ly ſome alive ſhould reach the land, | 370 

Th' extended cords to faſten on the ſtrand : pb 7 A 

Whene'er loud thund'ring on the leeward ſhore, 

Aloof, we hear the broken ſurges roar, 

Thus, for the imminent event prepar'd, 5 

Brace fore and aft * to ſtarboard ev'ry yard; 375 

Then, broach * the Veſlel to the weſtward round, 

And climb the rigging till ſhe ſtrikes the ground: 

When firſt ſhe, bilging, feels the dreadful ſhock, 

And with her bottom ſtrikes the pointed rock ; 

The ableſt Seamen from the ſhrouds deſcend, 380 

And laſhings round their waiſts ſecurely bend; | 


The intent of bracing the yards fore and aft here is to lie under the maſts when 
they are cut away, in order to bear the maſts the better up off the rocks, that the men 
may the ſafer get along upon them. 1 

b Broaching too is bringing the fide to the wind in 2 ſtorm, but is commonly under- 
ſtood to be done by accident or neglect, on account of the great difficulty in ſteering a 
Ship before the ſtorm and ſea: and this is done here to bring the Veſſel's broadſide to the 
wore, ſo that the maſts when cut away may n reach to it in order to effect the 


eſcape of the Crew. 
« Laſhings are lines to faſten any thing, and are here Jeſgned to ſecure the Men from 


being waſhed over board by the height of the ſea while employed on deck. 


Then 
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Then burſt the hatches © off, and ev'ry ſtay, 

And ev'ry weather-lannyard *, cut away : 

Planks, gratings, booms and rafts to leeward caſt, 

And with redoubled ſtrokes attack each maſt ; 385 

This buoyant lumber may ſuſtain you o'er 

The rocky ſhelves and ledges to the ſhore. 

But, on the maſts if poſſible, remain, 

The ſureſt method ſafety to obtain 

Tho' great the Danger, and the Taſk ſevere, 399 

Yet bow not to the Tyranny of Fear ; 

If once that flaviſh yoke your ſouls ſubdue, 

Adieu to Hope ! to Life itſelf adieu ! 
No more remains, but now prepare to veer, 

Two ſkilful Helmſmen on the poop to ſteer. 200. 

And thou ETERNAL Pow's IU whoſe ſov'reign ſway 

The raging ſtorms and roaring ſeas obey ! 

On thy ſupreme Aſſiſtance we rely, 

Thy Mercy ſupplicate, if doom'd to die: 

To thy unerring Will ſubmiſſive truſt, ww 400 

With whom © whatever is, is ever juſt.” 
Thus in a land whom adverſe Pow'rs oppreſs, 

That groans beneath Misfortune and Diſtreſs ; 


© Hatches are the covers of the hatchways, of which gratings are a particular kind 
made to let the light paſs between decks. | | 
4 Lannyard; there is in the lower end of every ſhroud, and upper part of every chain- 
plate, a round block of wood, called a dead-eye, with three holes in it, and the latnyard . 
is a rope that, paſſing through the holes of both dead eyes, becomes ſixfold, and draws. 
its reſpective ſhroud quite taught, for the ſecurity of the maſt ; ſo that theſe muſt all be 
cut away previous to the maſt, in order to diſengage it from the ſide. 
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To Victor. Hoſts, her wealth becomes a prey, 
Her Glory, Proweſs, Fortitude decay : 405 
Some ſkilful Stateſman, from the ruling helm, | 
Beholds black Ruin hov' ring o'er his realm : 
He darts around his penetrating eyes, 
Where Dangers grow and hoſtile unions riſe : 
Watchful remarks the miſchief-planning Foe, 410 
Eludes their ſchemes, and wards off ev'ry blow; | 
Judicious, fruſtrates all their deep deſigns, 
Their plots evades, their projects countermines ; 
Tries his laſt Art, the tott'ting State to ſave, 
Or in its Ruins find a glorious grave. 3 4135 

The order now was giv'n to bear away, 
The order giv'n, the Timoneers obey. 
Both ſtay-fail * ſheets to mid-ſhips were convey d 
And, round the fore-maſt, on each fide belay'd : 
Then to the hallyards ev'ry Man applies, 5 420 
They hoiſt, the rending fail to ruins flies? 
Still new Diſtreſs enh nces former woes, 
For now fix feet, the ſounding-meaſure ſhews : 
But till the Maſter reſolute appears, | 
Settles his Grief, - and doubles all his Cares. | 425 
« Away there, low'r the mizen-yard on deck!“ 
He calls, and, © brace the foremoſt yards N 1 


* It has been before mentioned, that the fore- ſtay- ſail i is one of the ſails which com- 
mands the fore · part of the Ship, and is ſor that reaſon hoiſted at this time, to bear her 
fore · part round before the wind: for the ſame reaſon, after it is ſplit, the foremoſt yards 
are braced aback, that is to form right angles with the direction of the wind. For a 


further illuſtration of this, ſee the laſt Note of this Canto. 
0 'Ug- 


1 


« Unmov'd ſhe lies, nor will the helm obey !. 

Then cut, ſad ſhift! the mizen-maſt away 

He ſaid; they to the lannyards quickly run, „ 
And, quick the ſtay and — gone: by 


f When a Ship is forced by the violence of a contrary wind to fur] all her ſails, if the 
ſtorm increaſe and the ſea continue to enlarge, ſhe is often trained to ſo great a degree, 
that, to eaſe her, ſhe muſt be made to run before their mutual direction; which however 
is rarely done but in caſes of the laſt neceflity. Now as the has no head-way and is 
almoſt deprived of motion, only that of inceſſant rolling and tofling, occaſioned by the 
violent agitation of the waves, the helm is alſo deprived of its governing power, which 
is only the conſequence of the Ship's having head-way z it therefore neceſſarily requires 
an uncommon effort to wheel or turn her into any different poſition. It is an axiom in 
natural philoſophy, That every body will per ſevere in its ſtate of ręſt, or moving unifermly 
in a right line, unleſi it be compelled io change its ſlate by forces impreſſed ; and that the change 
of mation is proportional to the moving force impreſſed, and is made according to the right line 
in which that force atts. | 

By this principle it is eaſy to conceive how a Ship is compelled to turn into any direc- 
tion by the force of the wind acting upon her ſails in lines parallel to the plane of the 
horizon; for the ſails may be ſo ſet as to receive the current of air either directly, or 
more or leſs obliquely ; and the motion communicated to the Ship muſt of neceſſity con- 
ſpire with that of the wind. As therefore the Ship lies in ſuch a ſituation as to have the 
wind and ſea directly on her ſide, and theſe increaſe to ſuch a height, that ſhe muſt either 
founder or ſcud before the ſtorm ; the aft-moſt ſails are firſt taken in, or ſo placed that 
the wind has very little power on them, and the head-ſails or foremoſt ſails are ſpread 
abroad, ſo that the whole force of the wind is exerted on the Ship's fore-part, which muſt 
therefore of neceſſity yield to its impulſe. The prow being thus put in motion, its motion 
muſt conſpire with that of the wind, and will be puſhed about ſo as to run immediately 
before i it: for this reaſon, when no more fail can be carried; the foremoſt yards are braced 
back, that is, in ſuch a poſition as to receive all the current of air they can contain directly, 
to perform the operation of head - ſails; and the mizen- yard is lower'd to produce the ſame 
effect as furling, or placing obliquely the aftmoſt ſails; and this attempt being found : 
inſufficient, the mizen-maſt is cut away, which muſt have been owed by the main- 
maſt, if the expected effect had not taken 5. 
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„ 
The tall maſt groans with their redoubled blows, 
N And tott ring, craſhing o'er the quarter goes. 
| Thus, when ſome limb. is ſeiz d with gangren'd pains, 
That ſpread their baneful influence thro' the veins, | 438 
Th' experienc'd Artiſt all his Skill applies, 
To check the dire contagion as it flies; 
But, if the malady eludes his Art, 
To fave the whole, he wiſely dooms a part: 
T' impede the Death, increaſing pangs convey, | 440 
Lops from the trunk th' infected branch away. 
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The mizen-maſt being cleared away, the Ship veers before the 
Excurſion to 


wind Appearance of the Iſland of Falconora 

the ſurrounding nations of Greece, &c. famous in Antiquity— 
Athens SOCRATES-———PLATO0—ARISTIDES SOLON-— 
 Corinth——its Architeture—-Preſent condition—-Sparta LE- 


oNIDAS—-Invaſion of XX RXESs.—LxYeURGUS—Er AMINOVDAS.— 
Modern appearance — Parallel of ancient and modern Inhabitants— 
 Arcadia-—lIts former happineſs and fertility-—lts preſent miſery-— 
Ithaca—ULyssEs and PENELOPE—ARGos and MyCENAE—AGA- 
MEMNON and CLYTEMNESTRA—Macronifi—Lemnos—VuLcAn 
and VEenus—-Delos—-AroLLo and Diana—-Troy-—Paxrrs and 
HELEN—-Seſtos—LEAN DER and HERO Temple of AeoLLo de- 
ſcribed - Parnaſſus-Helicon—-The Muszs—-Their Power and 
Happineſs— Return to the Ship Prodigious TempeſtDarkneſs— 
Rain —Meteors Lightning Thunder Approach of Day Diſ- 
covery of Land—-Ship brought broadſide to the ſhore—-Bowſprit, 
Fore-maſt and main-top-maſt carried away—Strikes a rock. Splits 


aſunder—Fate of the Crew, Appear. ; 


OW from the ſide the cumbrous ruins clear, 
The falling prow at laſt began to veer : 
Square, fore and aft, the yards! the Maſter cries, 
« While round before th' enlarging * wind ſhe flies, 
„ You Timoneers !- her motion cloſe attend, x 
For, on your ſteerage, all our lives depend : a 


The wind is ſaid to enlarge when it veers from the {ide toward: the "IN which it 


conſequently muſt as the Ship- veers before i it, 
2 


cc 80, 


„ 

© So, ſteddy! meet her, watch the curving prow, 
Nor tow'rd the eaſt or weit bring either bow : 

&© Starboard again ! her head now eaſtward turns, 
« Starboard, canorous, from the helm returns : 13 
| Now port again!“ th' attentive Chief commands, TE 
To port, the wheel flies thro' their glowing hands; 

While daſh'd apart by her dividing prow, 

Like burning adamant, the ſurges glow : 

The ſpumy waves redoubled ire diſcharge, 2 15 
And wider ſtill their raging jaws enlarge: 
The groaning Veſſel rolls on either fide, 

And dips her gunnels in the yawning tide : 

Four hours acroſs the flood ſhe ſcudding flew, 

W hen Falconera's rugged cliffs they view ; 20 

Faintly along the larboard bow deſcry'd, 

As o'er its mountain tops the lightnings glide. 

In dire Amazement, rivetted they ſtand, 

And hear the ſurges beat the rocky ſtrand, 

But ſcarce perceiv'd, when paſt the beam it flies, 25 

Swift as the rapid Eagle cleaves the ſkies. 

That Danger 'ſcap'd, reflects a feeble joy, 

And a faint pleaſure gleams in every eye; 

As the declining ſun at cloſe of day, | | 

Emits on gelid hills a languid ray: : 30 

But ſhort the bliſs thoſe tranſient Hopes beſtow ! 

Sad harbinger, alas ! of greater Woe. | 

Say, Memory ! from whoſe unerring tongue 

Inſtructive flows the animated ſong, - | | 

What regions now the ſcudding Ship ſurround | HZ 35 
Regions in former ages long renown d; : 8 


F 
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That, once the PozTs theme, the Muszs Joy, 
Now loſt in ſcatter'd deſolation lie. 
For they whoſe ſad Diſtreſs theſe lays deplore, | 
Unſkill'd in Grecian or in Roman lore, - 
Unconſcious, paſs along each famous ſhore. 
Perhaps ſome Youth, whoſe life's continu'd page 
Is one fad tale of FATE's vindictive Rage, 
Tho' doom'd, unhappy ! *mongſt the number'd Crew, 
An ampler ſhare of ſacred Science knew; 
On him, perhaps ſhe dawn'd, ſerenely bright, 
Till cruel FAE ofercaſt the orient light; 
Bid ſwelling clouds the pure expanſe invade, 
And low'ring Tempeſts ſpread a horrid ſhade ; 
Nipt by whoſe freezing breath the flow'rs decay, 
That bloom'd beneath fair Sci1EncE' genial ray: 
In vain might Prog Bus' ſelf his breaſt inſpire, 
If fatal torrents quench'd the kindling fire ; 
In vain th' excurſive genius would explore 
Th' antiquities of nations, now no more ; 

In vain would penetrate the realm unknown, 
And ſearch the regions of th' untravel'd zone : 
Obſcurity o'er his devoted head, 

Her fable veil in Lethè dipt, had ſpread : 
What boots it tho' he viſit ev'ry ſhore, 
80 long renown'd in ſoft Pierian lore, 

If ſtern ApveRsITY's ſevere command 

Debar his entrance to each famous land ; 

With ruthleſs Ire, his onward ſteps oppoſe, 
And ev'ry gate of Hope againſt him cloſe ? 

| 8 
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Then ſing, O Goddeſs! thoſe ſurrounding ſtates, 


| Whoſe glory, Fame with brazen tongue relates, 


Immortal Athens firſt in Ruin ſpread, 
Contiguous lies, at Port Liono's head : 

Great Source of SciEnct ! whoſe immortal Name 
Stands foremoſt in the glorious roll of Fans : 


Here godlike SocRAaTrEs and PLATO: ſhone, 


And, firm to Truth, eternal Honour won; 
The firſt, for Virtue's cauſe his Life refign'd, 

By Heav'n, pronounc'd the wifeſt of mankind ; 
The laſt proclaim'd the never-dying foul, - 

No fatal Doom to limits could controul. 

Juſt ArIsT1DEs here maintain'd the cauſe 
Whoſe ſacred precepts ſhine thro' SoLon's Laws: 
SoLON the wile, the philoſophic Sage, 

Who. fled from Piss RA us cruel Rage. 


Of all her noble fabrics, now alane 


Remains a defolated hill of ſtone. 

The wand'ring Stranger, near the port deſeries 
A ſnow-white Lion, of enormous fize, 

Of antique marble ; hence the haven's name, 
Unknown to modern Grecians whence it came. 


This diſtant forty ſpheric miles appears, 
And two points weſt of the meridian bears. 


Next, in the gulf of Engia, Corinth lies, 
Whoſe gorgeous ſtructures ſeem d to ftrike the ſkies : 
Who, tho' by Tyrant-Victors oft fubdu'd, 
Greece, Egypt, Rome with Admiration view d: 


Her name for Architecture long renown'd,. 


Spread, like the foliage, which her columns crown d: 
3 a o - 
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But wide diſpers'd in horrid Ruin now, 
North-weſt lies eighty miles upon the bow. 
Then, further weſtward, Miſitra appears, 
Which on Morea's ſhore its fabrics rears. 
Here all thy glory, Lacedaemon ! fell 
From Fame's exalted ſummit low as Hell: 
Thy great LEONID As, alas | no more 
— Thro' all Achaia bids thy thunder roar. 
When mighty XERxEs led in proud array 
Embattled millions ſubject to his ſway, 
Greece ſhudder'd as the potent Chief drew near; 
And Macedonia ſhrunk beneath his ſpear : 
LEoniDaAs with Sparta's glorious band, 
Oppos'd him dreadleſs, on Theflalia's ftrand ; 
Tall Oeta ſaw the vanquiſh'd Tyrant's hoſt _ 
In ſlaughter d myriads gaſp on Grecia's Coalt. 
With Envy haughty Aſia heard thy Fame, 
Crete, Thebes and Athens trembled at thy Name. 
Thy ſtate, ſupported by LycuxOus' laws, 
Gain'd, like thine arms, ſuperlative applauſe. 
E'en great EPAMIinonDas trove in vain 
To curb thy ſpirit with a Theban chain: 
But ah! how low that free-born ſpirit now ! _ 
Thy abject Sons to haughty Tyrants bow : 
A falſe, degen'rate, ſuperſtitious race ! 


Thy land they burthen, and thy Name diſgrace. 


This wealthy City, once ſo high renown'd, 
To weſtward twenty meaſur'd leagues is found. 

Not diftant far, Arcadia's bleſt domains, 
Peloponneſus' circling ſhore contains. 
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Thrice happy ſpot ! where Ceres, bounteous Maid ! 


With laviſh Plenty fill'd the fertile glade: 
While fragrant Zephyrs fann'd the flow'ry plains, 


T here, guiltleſs Pleaſures crown'd the happy Swains : 


Now, ſad reverſe ! Oppreſſion's iron hand 


Subjects her natives, and deſpoils her land. 


Weſtward of theſe, beyond the Iſthmus, lies 
Thy long-ſought Iſle, O! IrhAcus the wile ; 
Where fair PENELoPE forſaken reign'd, 


| Fam'd for the ſpotleſs Virtue ſhe retain'd ; 


Tho', guarded only by a youthful Son, 

Her lord, ULYssss, long to Ilion gone, 

The Inſolence of Suitor-Kings repell'd, 

And undefil'd the nuptial contract held; 

True to her Vows, and reſolutely chaſt, 

Met Arts with Art, and triumph'd at the laſt. 
Diſtant thrice twenty leagues this Iſle appears, 

And, from the north, thrice ten degrees it bears. 
Need I of Argos or Mycenae ſing, 

That ſent to Dardan plains the Grecian King ? 

Unhappy Chief! who on a hoſtile ſhore, 

Fatigues and Dangers ten long winters bore ; 

And, by a perjur'd friend and faithleſs wife, 

In lieu of hop'd for Pleaſures, loſt thy Life. 

* Adjacent to Arcadia ſtretch theſe plains, 


And, ofer their realms, a pow'rful Tyrant reigns. 


Next, Delos in th' Aegean Sea appears, 
And weſtward ſeventy nautic miles it bears. 


High honour'd Iſle ! on whoſe immortal ſhore, 


PaotBus and CYNTHIA, fair LATONA bore ; | 
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| Thy facred ſtrand ſurrounding Greece rever dE 
Thy hallow'd groves e'en diſtant Perſia fear d! 
But now, a deſert, unfrequented land, 
No human footſtep marks the trackleſs ſand. 
Here Macroniſi is adjacent ſeen, 

Where adverſe winds detain'd the Spartan tives, ; 
For whom, in Arms combin'd, the Grecian hoſt, 
With Vengeance fir'd, invaded Phrygia's coaſt : 
For whom, ſo long they labour'd to deſtroy 
The lofty turrets of beleaguer'd Troy: 
Here, drove by furious ſtorms, from Ilium loſt, 
Th' unhappy, faithleſs HELEN firſt was toſt: 

The port an Image bears of Parian ſtone, 
Th' Antiquity to preſent Greeks unknown, 
Twelve leagues its diſtance on the ſtarboard bow, 
Twice ten degrees its bearing from the prow. 

If ſixty leagues that linear ſpace extends, 
An equal angle Lemnos' ſhore ſubtends : 
Where proud SATURNIA crippled VuLcan hurl'd, 
From high Olympus, to this nether world: 
Here his eternal anvils firſt he rear'd, 
Then, forg'd by Cyclopean Art, appear'd 


Thunders, that ſhook the world with dread alarms, 


And, form'd by Skill divine, immortal Arms, 
Here, with the vileſt of th' empyreal race, 
A Wretch deform'd, devoid of ev'ry Grace, | 
In Wedloek liv'd the beauteous Queen of Love: 
Can ſuch ſenſations heav'nly boſoms move? 

A little eaſtward lies the Dardan ſhore, 
That once th' imperial. tow'rs of Ilium bore : 
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Ilium forever fam'd from clime to clime, 

Thro' the long records of fucceeding Time! 
Whoſe royal bulwarks, eager to defend, 
Protecting Gods did oft from Heay'n deſcend : 
Tho' Chiefs unnumber'd in her cauſe were lain, 
Gods, Kings and Heroes fought with Fate in vain. 
This refuge of perfidious HzLEN's ſhame, | 

At midnight was involv'd in Grecian flame: 

By Time's deep-piercing coulter harrow'd o'er, 


Unknown the ſpot that Troy's proud City bore : 


No trace of all her Glory now remains, 

But corn and vines ſtill decorate her plains. 

Silver Scammander laves the verdant ſhore, 

Scammander, oft o'erflow'd with hoſtile gore! 
Not diſtant far from Tlion's famous land, 


| Aegean ſurges laſh the Seſtian ſtrand, 
Where beauteous HERO from the turret's height 
| Diſplay'd her creſſet each revolving night, 


Whoſe gleam directed lov'd LzanDer Oer 
The raging Helleſpont, from Aſia's ſhore 
Till, in a fated hour, on Thracia's coaſt, 

She ſaw her hapleſs Lover's body toſt : 

Then felt her heart 'unutterable Woe, 

From her bright eyes inceſſant fountains flow; 
Raving in all the pangs of wild Deſpair, 
She beat her ſnowy breaſt, the tore her hair; 
On dear LEANDER's name, in vain, the cry d, 
Then headlong plung'd into the parting tide: 
The parting tide receiv d the lovely weight, 5 
And proudly flow d, exulting in is freight. 
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If we the north-eaſt quadrant firſt biſect, 
Then, from the center ſeventy leagues project, 
The linear diſtance which that angle bounds, 
The fertile plains of ruin'd Troy ſurrounds. 

Now leaving Phrygian lands, we next explore, 
Crofling Aegean Seas, the Delphic ſhore : 
Here Prozzus' ſacred Oracle was rear'd, 
Whom ev'ry Clime, in ev'ry Age, rever d; 
Of Parian marble was the gorgeous pile, 
Auguſt the fabric! elegant its ſtile ! 
The roof was on Corinthian columns rear'd, 
Where tablatures of ſculptur'd gold appear'd ; 
The ſhafts of clouded porphyry were fram'd, 
And round the concave dome bright jewels flam'd: 
On brazen hinges, turn'd the ſilver doors, 


And checquer'd marble pav'd the hallow'd floors: 


APoLLo's prieſts, inſpir'd by Pow'r Divine, 
Led trembling Votaries before the ſhrine ; 
Againſt the occidental ray 'twas plac d, 
With ſtringed lyres and living laurels grac'd ; 
Here AEsCULAPIUs' ſnake erects his creſt, 
And burning gems bright ſparkle on his breaſt ; 
From the fierce ſplendor of his blazing eye, 
Diſeaſes, Peſtilence and Languor fly: 
Around the fane, engrav'd by Hands divine, 
The Sciences and Ax rs conſpicuous ſhine: 
The Area of th' extenſive baſe that bore 
This altar, ninety cubits meaſur d o er. | 

Its vertex thirty cubits from the ground, 

By ro rails of poliſh'd gold impal d around. 
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This Delphic Oracle by all implor A 
Which Heroes, Prieſts, Philoſophers ador'd, 


Tho' once in Glory lifted to the ſkies, 
Now in one undiſtinguiſh'd Ruin lies. 


Contiguous here, with hallow'd woods o'erſpread, 


Renown'd Parnaſſus rears its honour'd head: 


There roſes bloſſom in eternal ſpring, 


And ſtrains celeſtial, feather'd warblers ſing; 
APoLLo here beſtows th' unfading wreath, 
Here Zephyts aromatic odours breathe ; 
They o'er Caſtalian plains diffuſe perfume, - 
Where o'er the vales perennial laurels bloom: 
Here with immortal Harps the ſacred Nine 
Exalt to extacy their Songs divine ; 

In vocal melody their notes decay; 

And melt, to ſofteſt Love, the dying lay. 
Their numbers ev'ry mental Storm __, 
And lull to Harmony th' afflicted Soul; : 


With heav'oly Balm, the tortur'd Breaſt en | 


And ſooth the Agony of latent woes. 
'The verdant ſhades that Helicon ſurround, 
On roſy gales, ſeraphic tunes reſound : 


Perpetual ſummers crown the happy hours, 


Sweet, as the breath, that fans 4 wr ppt 1 
Here Pleaſure dances in an endleſs round, 


And Love and Joy ineffable abound. 1 
Adieu! ye flow 'ry vales, and fragrant ſcenes, | 


Delightful bow'rs, and ever-vernal greens! 
Ye winds that o'er Aönian vallies blow, 


Ve lucid ſtreams that round Pieria flow; 
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Ve Virgin-Daughters of the Sun, who dwell 
Ia bleſt Boevtian realms, a long farewel | 
From happy realms reluctant now I go, 
To raging Elements and ſcenes of Woe. 

Now o'er the briny Deep, impetuous bore, 
The ſcudding Veſſel ſtem'd th' Athenian ſhore, 
The Pilots o'er the quarters, nice inſpe&t - - 
The foll'wing ſurges, and her courſe direct; 


The Steerſmen ev'ry bidden turn apply, 


And round the whirling ſpokes ſucceſſive fly: 
Thus they conduct the flying Ship before 
Th' impelling Floods that bear her to the ſhore ; _ 
Sparkling they riſe, in fiery radiance bright, 
The ſtern o'er-tow'ring with enormous height: : 
The raging Storms with madd'ning Fury blend, 
And from on high, huge Cataracts deſcend : 

At each maſt-head, diffuſing livid rays, 
Amidſt the gloom volatic meteors: blaze: 

A dreadful contraſt Heay'n's expanſe. invades, 
Now all on Fire, now wrapt- in tenfold ſhades ; 
Vaſt ſheets of Flame ſtill dart intenſer Light, 
Redoubling all the Horrors of the Night : 
Approaching Thunders, roaring now on high, | 
In dread concuſſion rend the vaulted Sky; 

While Heav'n convulſing feels the dire diſcharge, 


Loud, and more loud, the craſhing peals enlarge; 
The Earth all trembling, groans'from Pole to Pole, 


And Nature ſhudders at the horrid roll. 
The ſcene replete with Terror ſeems to riſe 
In ev ry ſtriking form before my eyes; 
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Bot ah ! th' enervate Song attbrrtpts in vain, 
The mighty Theme unequal to faftain. 

The Morning now extends her azure ray, 
Diffuſing o'er the Eaft a gloomy day; 
When, from the lofty top emerg'd, they fee 
The riſing hills of Greece beneath the tee; 
Th' uneven mountains of St. George appear, 
Whoſe eaſtern points on the meridian bear. 
<« Port all ye can?” the Pilots now command, 
T' avoid, if poſtible, the fatal ftrand. | 
Acroſs the raging tide the Veflet fires, 
And, more enlarg'd, St. George's hills arife ; 
High o'er the reſt, a conic Cliff is ſeen, 
That over-looks a wild and barren green. 
| Nearer and nearer now the Danger grows; 
And all their Skill relentleſs Fates oppoſe; 
For, when the prow more eaſtward they direct, 
Enormous floods burſt o'er the ——— 
While, flying round, unable to ſubdue, 
At ev'sy curve, they dread to broach her too 
Alarming Thought ! for now no more a-lee, 


The trembling fide could bear th" angmentes Sea 2 


And, if purſuing waves the fend before, 


Headlong ſhe runs-upon the horrid ſhore: 
A ſhore where ſhelves and hidden rocks abound, 


And Death appears in various forms around; 


The great difficulty of ſteering the Ship boſore the ſea at this time- is Prey wr by 


30g 


310 


5 5 


320 


- 
. ; 


its ſtriking ber on the quarter when ſhe makes the leaſt angle on either ſide, which often- 
forces her ſtern: round, and brings her broadſide to the wind and ſea, and is 80 an 


3 See the laſt Note of Canto 2d. 
Thus, 


* 


1 


Thus, while as yet an Hope of Bafety beams, 
They ſteer the Ship between the dire extremes, 
Not half fo dreadful to AznzaAs' eyes, 

The Straits of Sicily were ſeen to riſe ; 

When Pal Ixukus from the helm deſcry'd 
The rocks of Scylla on the eaſtern fide; 
While tow'rd the weſt, with fatal yawn diſclos'd, 
His onward courſe, Charybdis' Gulf oppos'd ; 
The double Dangers he alternate view'd, 

And cautiouſly the arduous path purſu d. 

Thus they attempt the eaſtern ſhoals to clear, 
Which cloſe before the larboardꝰ beam appear. 
With terrible irruption burſting o'er 
The marble cliffs, tremendous. ſurges roar : 
Along the vales the raging Tempeſt raves, 

And hollow rocks repeat the roar of waves, 
Should once her bottom ſtrike that cruel ſhore, 
The parting Ship that inſtant is no more; 
Nor ſhe alone, but with her all the-Crew 
Beyond Relief, are doom'd to periſh too: 

But hap'ly ſhe eſcapes that dreadful ſtrand, 
Tho ſcarce a furlong diſtant from the land: 
Swift, as the arrow from the Scythian bow, 
The ſparkling ſurge divides beneath her ;prow ; 
And, forward hurry'd with impetuous haſte, 


Borne on the Tempeſt's wings, the Iſle ſhe paſt, 


In all the racking Agony of Mind, 
They Regions of Salvation leave behind. 
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Any diſtance directly abreaſt of the Ship, or on a line with her beams, is called on 


the Beam; before the Beam, is any angle meaſured from chat right line tawards the ſtem. | 


H 2 


So 


The fate-fraught moment now approaches faſt, 


6 } 
So gazing from the drear abodes of Hell, 
Where Sorrow and eternal Anguiſh dwell, 
Such cruel pangs torment the damned breaſt, 
That ſces remote the manſions of the Bleſt. 
But now, Athenian mountains they . 
And tall 1 its head-on high; 
In dreadfi 7m, the curving beech appears, 
The final goal of all their Hopes and Fears! 
The Elements with tenfold Rage contend, 


And Storm, Rain, Fire and Waves nete blend: plc] 


The Mariners, aghaſt with Terror, ſee -- | | 
Approaching Ruin ſtretch'd. beneath the lee: 
Fhe refluent blood congeals in all. their veins, 
In ev'ry look, intenſe Confuſion reigns :: 

Fear, Hope and Agony their Souls poſſeſs, 
While this new Danger makes all others leſs: 
The Ship, while now the great event draws nigh, 
Still more accelerated ſeems to fly: 
With horrid yawn, along the ſurge-laſh'd ſtrand, 


The never - cloſing jaws of Death expand: 


While thronging Seamen elimb each ſhiw ring maſt: 
The Veſſel muſt no: longer ſtem: the land, 

And, © hard a ſtarboard!” is the laſkcommand:: - 
While ev'ry ſuppliant Voice to Heav' applies, 
The prow, like lightning, to the weſtward flies 
The yards to ſtarboard all were ſharply brac'd:;: 
Twelve Sailors up-the fore-cat-harpings © haſte3. 
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= Cat harpings are ropes which draw in dd. nnen, the yard, that the yard 


wap he more ein be braco hr. 


Fatal 


(8) 1 
Fatal Aſylum ! charg d with deſp'rate woe, . 
For, while ſhe pitching, dips the plunging prow; 
Down-preſs'd: by wat'ry weight the bowſprit bends, 
And loos ning from the ſtem, deep-craſhing rends: = aw 
Beneath the bow the floating Ruins lie; | 
Fhe fore-maſt totters unſuſtain'd on high; 
And, as ſhe riſes on th' up-lifting Sea, 
Men, maſts, yards, rigging tumble o'er the lee; 
While, in the common wreck, the twiſting ſtay © 395 
Drags the Main- top- maſt by the cap away. 5 | 
They try oppoſing floods to mount in vain, 
And ſtruggling, would the Veſſel's fide regain : 
Bereft of ſtrength, they gaſp for parting breath; 
Then yield exhauſted to the ſtroke of Death: | 400 
The tumbling waters cloſe around each head; | 
And ſink them helpleſs to an oozy bed. 
Thoſe who remain, the weather-ſhrouds embrace; 
Nor longer mourn their loſt Companions caſe: 
Self-Pity in their breaſts alone has room, 405 
Transfix d with Terror at th! approaching Doom: | 
Alternate Paſſions in their boſoms riſe; 
And fierce tranſitions ſparkle from their eyes: 
To Heav'n, their only Refuge, they apply; 
But, Heav'n relentleſs ! does all Aid deny. 
Ye ſacred Shades! whoſe: Precepts teach the heart 
Io rule the Paſſions by celeſtial Art; 
To dry the tears Affliction bids to flow, 
And Virtue and Felicity beſtow ; 5; 


" WE | 


Fhe Main- top- maſt ſtay comes to we Fore- maſt bead, and mer depends: 
| ow: the Fore-maſt as its ſupport... 


T0. 


To ſmile undaunted at approaching Death, - 
And unconcern'd rafign:departing „ 


Since your exalted ſpeculations fail, N 
And thoſe refin'd inſtructions nought avail 


Ah! ſay what boots th' elab rate lectures here? 
Where Virtue, Courage, Hope ſubmit to Fbar. 
Immortal Zxxo's ſelf would trembling, fee. 
Inexorable Fate beneath the lee: 
And Er1cTETvs at the ſight in vain 
Attempt his ſtöic Virtue to retain: 
Had SocrkaTEs, who juſtly claim d aplece 
Amongſt the wiſeſt of the human race, 
Spectator of ſuch various Horrors been, 
His Soul had ſtagger'd at the dreadful ſcene. 

In vain, alas! the axes were prepar d, | 
For ev'ry ſurge o'er-whelms the quiv'ring yard 
In dire caſcade the ruſhing torrents roar, 


And ſwelling, bounding, foam redoubled to the ſhore: 


Lifted on gath'ring billows, up the flies, 
Her ſhatter d top half · buried in the ſkies ; 
Borne o'er a latent reef, the hull mona, 
Then thund'ring on the marble craggs deſcends : 
Down, on the vale of Death, with horrid orirs, 
The fated Wretches trembling, caſt their eyes, 
Loft to all Hope, when lo] a ſecond-ſhock 
Bilges the ſplitting Veſſel on the rock; 
Her groaning bulk the dire concuflion feels, 
And with up heaving floods ſhe nods and reels 
| Repeated ſtrokes her craſhing ribs divide, 

dhe 4oofens, parts and ſpreads } in ruin o'er the tide. 
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168 
Ol were it mine, with tuneful MAR O's Art, 
To wake to Sympathy the feeling heart; 
Like him, the ſmooth and mournful Verſe to dreſs, 
In all the Pomp of exquifite Diftreſs ! 
Then, try'd in ev'ry peril I relate, 
Then might I fing the Horrors of their Fate, 
Who, on the verge of Death, in vain deplore 
Impervious Dangers on a leeward ſhore. 
As oer the ſurf, the bending main-maſt hung, 
be ſhrouds ſtill grafping, thirty Seamen clung, 
- Some on a broken cragg were ſtruggling caſt, 
And grappled there by oozy tangles faſt : 
Awhile they bear th” o'erwhelming ſurges” beat, 
And wage unequal combat with their Fate ; 
Benumb'd and feeble, they at length forego- 
Their ſlipp'ry hold, and fink to ſhades below. 
Some from the main-yard-arm reluctant thrown, 
| Daſh'd on the reefs, expire without a groan. 


7 Four Youths depending on their Skill, in vain, 


On dars and rafts deſcend into the Main, 
Of whom, by ſweeping ſurges one is drove 


Aſhore, all maim'd, a ling'ring Death to prove; 
| The reſt a ſpeedier end of Mis ries knew, 


And preſs'd. the ſtony beech, a lifeleſs Crew. 
Next from the rigging, terrible to tell! 
Shook from their hold, nine gaſping Sailors fell: 
With theſe the Chief and ſecond in command 


Increas d the numbers on the death-fraught ſtrand. 


Five grapple yet ſecure the floating maſt, 
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Till two no longer can «their graſp cetain, 0 % antes 17; 

But fink immers'd, and never riſe again. 150 

The reſt ſurviving, hom the ſurf up- bore, 

Untouching rocks, were hap'ly waſh'd aſhore : 

And here they found, reclining on the ſtrand, 

The firſt advent'rous Youth who gain'd the land; 

Who, when his former Comrades ſtill alive 

He ſaw, with languid Joy his eyes revive ;z | 
Then, with a feeble groan, refign'd his Breath, 

And peaceful ſunk into the arms of Death: 

On long - loſt Sons, thus dying Fathers caſt 

A parting- look, then ſmiling breathe their laſt. 
Rous d by the Tempeſt, and the bluſt' ring Night, 

A troop of Grecians mount Colonne's height; 

When, gazing down with Horror on the flood, 

Full to their view, a ſcene of Ruin ſtood ; 

The ſurf with mangled Bodies cover'd o'er, 

And thoſe yet breathing on the ſea- beat ſhore : 

'Tho' loſt to Science and the nobler ArTs, 

Yet Nature's lore inform'd their ſimple Heart: 

Strait down the vale their haſt'ning ſteps they bend, 

The wretched Suff rers helpful to attend. 

Three - till alive, in mournful plight they find, 

Benumb'd and ſhiv'ring, on a rock reclin'd : 

Th' affected Natives, touch'd with gen'rous pain, 

| The-feeble Seamen in their arms ſuſtain; _ 

With pitying e their Mew lot Frey A 
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